
In a speech to the National Recreation and Parks Association in the fall of 1993, the late Claude W. 
Ahrens told the assembled “…our obligation in life is to leave the world a better place than we found it”.  
Shortly thereafter a group of Ahrens’ associates instigated a program that would honor individuals and 
organizations for following that bit of wisdom. 
 
In 1994, the first year of the program, 41 Grinnell area residents were nominated by their peers to be 
recognized for doing something to leave the world a better place. In the succeeding years over 300    
people and several community organizations and groups have been honored for their efforts. 
 
2010 nominations for the “Leave it Better” Awards are only open to organizations within the Grinnell, 
IA area and its surrounding communities.  Organizations that qualify for the award include all           
nonprofits, social, civic, fraternal or community groups who are making a difference.  Previous winners 
of the “Leave It Better” Award include the Grinnell Optimist Club, Stewart Library Children’s  
Department, Grinnell Lions Club, Galaxy Youth Center, Washington Merry Workers 4-H Club,       
Fairview Elementary PTO, Second Mile, Grinnell-Newburg Dollars for Scholars and the Grinnell High 
School Guidance Counselors. 
 
When nominating an organization, you should be able to demonstrate ways in which the organization is 
“leaving it better than you found it” through its community projects, community programs,                
collaborative efforts with other local groups, and/or through its  local fundraising efforts over the past 
year.  All nominations will remain anonymous. 
 
Nominations for the “Leave it Better” Awards are taken annually over the summer and then announced 
on August 18th, to commemorate the dedication of the Ahrens/Paschall Memorial Park and the late 
Claude W. Ahrens’ birthday. Recipients are then honored by the Claude W. and Dolly Ahrens  
Foundation each year. 
 
Please fill out the nomination form and return it back to us by: August 2, 2010   
 

Please send to: 
 

Claude W. and Dolly Ahrens Foundation 
“Leave It Better” Award 

P.O. Box 284 
Grinnell, IA 50112 

“Leave It Better Than You Found It” 
2010 Nominations 



 

“Leave It Better Than You Found It” 
2010 Nominations 

 
Your Name__________________________________________________________Date____________________ 
 
Your Address________________________________City________________________________State_________ 
 
Zip____________Your Phone #_________________________Email____________________________________ 
 
 
Organization You Are Nominating________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact for Organization_______________________________________Phone #__________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________State_________Zip_______________ 
 
Reason for Nomination:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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